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As the fall sports, such 
as football, volleyball, cross 
country, swim, and golf are 
ending here at Gulf Coast 
High, winter sports is start-
ing tryouts, practices, and 
games. One of the sports that 
is already starting is boys and 
girls basketball. Dating all the 
way back to 1891, basketball 
was created by the Canadi-
an and American professor 
in Massachusetts, James 
Naismith. The reason of the 
creation of basketball was 
originally to play this game in 
the winter and spend winter 
perfectly. The first modern 
game of basketball was held 
on January 20th in the year 
of 1982; the court was half as 
large as the court used today 
and was scored during the 
match point. The two basket-
ball leagues in United States, 
National Basketball League 
(NBL) and American Bas-
ketball Association (ABA) 
merged in 1948-49 season 
and formed the National Bas-
ketball Association (NBA), 
which is extremely popular 
today. Basketball has evolved 
to become one of the most 
viewed sports not only on 
national television or live on a 
court, but also highly watched 
and supported by the greatest 
fans in South-West Florida. 
Tryouts were held for both the 
girls and the guy’s teams after 
school during the first couple 
weeks of November. With 
the boy’s very first presea-
son tournament being held 
on Tuesday, November 21st 
against Ida Baker, the sharks 
swim in confidently and 
extremely enthusiastic to kick 
off the start to a winning and 
very successful season. This 
game will be held at Gulf 
Coast at 5:00 PM. The first 
real game of the season will 
be November 30th against the 
Naples High School Eagles 
at 7:00 P.M. here in the shark 
tank. Junior, Cardin Joubert 
who is number 3 on the team 
states that there should be 
about 25 games this season, 
which as of now will be 
ending on February 6th, 2018. 
The season may go longer 
depending on how well the 
team does throughout their 
season. Cardin also explained 
that it is expected to be a re-

markable season. They think 
this because of the strongand 
hard-working returning 
players, and also because of 
the newest athletes that will 
be joining the team this year 
to help them succeed. Hope-
fully the team will be able to 
make their way up to the state 
game! Due to majority of the 
2017-2018 team being mostly 
the same with lots of return-
ing juniors and sophomores, 
the players highly believe that 
they will have a strong con-
nection, will be able to work 
well with each other, and 
show off their incredible and 
unbelievable talents through-
out the season. The two 
coaches of the varsity sharks 
are Cleveland Cavalier fans 
Patrick Diemert, who leads 
the team with his younger 
brother, Nick Diemert, as the 
assistant coach, will have 
the incredible opportunity 
to work with and help this 
astonishing group of young 
high-school athletes thrive 
as a whole. The Gulf Coast 
Com-
munity 
wishes 
both of 
our re-
markable 
bas-
ketball teams luck during this 
guaranteed season of success!

Stepping into a classroom, you 
would typically hear students 
worrying about their grades and 
striving to reach for the “perfect 
grade point average” (GPA). Al-
though GPA is important, it isn’t 
what students should spend their 
time worrying about in this day 
and age because there are many 
other factors that are considered 
to be just as important as a 
GPA.
 There are many 
students that are not aware of 
the “quality points” grading 
scale. Quality points grading 
scales are used in traditional 
courses, such as science and 
history, to calculate grades. 
This system is different for 
nontraditional classes such 
as English and math or other 
classes requiring an EOC 
or FSA. This scale goes by 
school quarters and gives a 
numeral point to the letter 
grade a student earned in the class. 
A good explanation is given by 
Portland Community College, 
“Only classes receiving grades 
of A, B, C, D, or F are used to 
calculate your GPA. Four points 
for each credit of A, three points 
for each credit of B, two points 
for each credit of C, one point for 
each credit of D, and zero points 
for each credit of F. Total your 
points for these classes and divide 
this total by the number of cred-

its.”  This method is actually the 
way colleges inspect a student’s 
grade for admission, and it would 
be in the best interest of students 
to understand how to calculate 
their grades and improve them.
 Upon applying to a college or 
university, there are personal 
essays that students need to write 
that typically allow the cho-
sen schools to see what kind of 

person the student is. From there, 
colleges see if they want to allow 
them admission into their school. 
This is arguably one of the most 
important parts of the applica-
tion process. Colleges look for a 
student they know will graduate, 
especially in Florida schools 
because they get payed for every 
student that graduates. 
The best way to get farther in life, 
an example of this being to have 

a good job or to get into a good 
school, is to build yourself up as 
a person. Admission teams and 
employers look for strong and 
determined people who can handle 
the work assigned to them and  
problem-solve to find solutions for 
any problems that may arise. 
“Your job is not to constantly 
point out problems that arise, but 
rather, to proactively start think-

ing about what solutions 
could help address those 
challenges. For example, 
you should never walk into 
your boss’ office to com-
plain about how the ship-
ping department can never 
get anything out on time . 
Instead, you should first go 
to the shipping department, 
have a conversation about 
what can be done to improve 
the situation, and see what 
you can do to help,” reports 
The Muse. This is why it’s 
so important to participate in 

many different clubs, volunteer 
opportunities, and other kinds of 
opportunities outside of the regu-
lar high school classes.  
Today, it is more challenging and 
competitive than ever to get into 
a desired school. Students should 
strive to build themselves up as 
strong people who are willing to 
learn. With that motivation will 
come good grades, the “perfect 
GPA,” and success in whatever the 
hard-working student reaches for.

A 3.9 GPA and a minimum of 45 
volunteer hours is just the average 
workload for a National Honor Society 
tutor. These students worked hard for 
their title and are now open to help you. 
So, whether it be freshman biology or 
calculus, there’s an outstanding Gulf 
Coast High School student ready to 
give you a helping hand. 
      “NHS is the nation’s premier 
organization established to recognize 
outstanding high school students,” 
reads the introductory text on the NHS 
website. “More than just an honor roll, 
NHS serves to recognize those students 
who have demonstrated excellence 
in the areas of scholarship, service, 
leadership, and character.” NHS started 
in 1921 as a program for young minds 
and has continued ever since. Today, it 
is estimated that more than one million 
students are involved in NHS activities. 
NHS communities are found all over 
the United States. 
       At Gulf Coast, a group of juniors 
and seniors are involved in the academ-
ic congregation. Along with a high GPA 

and fair involvement in the community, 
NHS students have a good grasp on 
educational subjects. “You usually tutor 
in what you’re proficient in” says Tori, 
a member of the club. This is all well 
and good, but many NHS students are 
required to be versatile in all subjects 
and to have basic knowledge of all 
topics. For example, a high school 
junior taking classes in their level must 
also be familiar with the precalculus 
level and knowledge of several other 
types of math. The tutoring sessions are 
located in lab 4-111 and in the library 
on Mondays and Wednesdays at lunch, 
though sessions with personal tutors 
can be scheduled whenever both parties 
agree. Many teachers in the past have 
stated that students who are troubled in 
academics should get some one on one 
time with a tutor. This would be in the 
student’s best interest and the opportu-
nity should not be ignored. Additional-
ly, it provides select learning time with 
someone of similar age, which, most of 
the time, is what the struggling student 
truly needs. 
      Surely, a lot of NHS tutors have 

hearts of gold. They can’t really be 
tutoring out of pure goodness, can they? 
Yes, they partially can claim that state-
ment is true but it is noted that tutors 
do earn volunteer hours throughout the 
sessions. “For us tutors, it’s a review 
of what we have already learned and a 
studying session of the same subject. 
For example, I am in physics and I tu-
tored a student in physics. All in all, the 
collaborative learning effort helps both 
the tutor and the other student.”
       National Honor Society operates 
as one and has already helped dozens 
of students. Everyone can always be 
helped in something, and a tutor is sure-
ly the way to go. Tori contributed one 
last quote to this topic, saying “Friends 
of mine have had student tutors, and 
they said it definitely did help them in 
the long run and that it helped bring 
their grades up.”
Yes, it takes up free time and can be 
challenging for the tutors, but NHS is 
definitely worth it in the end. If you or 
a friend just aren’t getting something, 
head to the library every Monday and 
Wednesday and borrow a smarty!

By: Brenna Schupp Borrow A Smarty
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Online Education: Why It Is So Beneficial?

An Apple for the Potential Teacher of 
the Year: Mrs. Chabot
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Gopman Gets Grand Award 
and Scholarship 

Gulf Coast Band Prepares For Prism Preformances 
By: Claudia Kahl

Edmodo, Google Classroom, 
Remind, and several other appli-
cations are used in many high 
schools in the United States. With 
the fast-growing rate of technol-
ogy, more and more websites 
are being created to help make 
schooling and accessibility to bet-
ter resources available to students 
everywhere.

Now, almost every classroom 
has computers that are available 
to both students and teachers. 
These are amazing resources 
that help both parties learn and 
communicate. Programs such as 
Edmodo and Google Classroom 
allow teachers to make posts to 
the class and have another way 

for students to turn in work aside 
from the normal pen and paper 
assignments. 

Other websites such as Kahoot 
and Quizlet let students develop 
good studying habits by combin-
ing fun and education. It is almost 
impossible to find a single class-
room where the students do not 
go crazy every time a Kahoot is 
played. It makes students excited 
about education and studying 
which is amazing. 

However, some might say that 
having resources like this avail-
able to high school students might 
make them very distracted by the 
technological device itself instead 
of the learning through 
them. Technology is every-

where around us, so it’s close to 
impossible to find someone who 
hasn’t used it at some point in 
their life, especially in the United 
States. Students are used to this, 
and you would find that many stu-
dents actually do stay focused and 
are even more motivated to finish 
these online assignments over 
regular ones.

These opportunities that are as-
signed for students are innovative 
and should definitely be taken ad-
vantage of. At G.C., these things 
are already present and should 
continue growing to help people 
be better students and more moti-
vated to do their assignments.

Jenna Gopman is 
in her senior year and 
between studying for 
tests and doing class 
work, she may be 
found in the art room 
as well. This school 
year, Jenna’s art work 
was chosen to be sent 
to the Superintendent 
Art Show. The Super-
intendent Art Show is 
an event where select 
K-12 students all over 
Collier County sub-
mit an art piece. One 
piece is then selected 
to move onto the gala.  
Collier County Super-
intendent Dr. Kamela 
Patton chooses what 
pieces will be admit-
ted into the gala and 
then purchases three 
of the pieces. Gop-
man’s submitted piece 
was one of the top 
three pieces chosen.  

“My piece was of a 
girl named Olivia who 
actually goes here,” 
Jenna Gopman stated. 
“It was inspired by a 
photograph taken by 
Mia Hayes.”  

Along with the Su-
perintendent award, 
last fall Gopman par-
ticipated in the 2016 
Chalk Art on 5th 
Avenue in Naples. 
Her group received 
fourth place out of 
the top five groups. 
Each year, thousands 
of people show up to 
either participate or 
view the Chalk Art 
on 5th. Participants 
my purchase a 12x12, 
9x9, or a 6x6 space to 
fill with their desired 

chalk art. The winner 
is picked by a panel of 
celebrity judges. The 
winning artists re-
ceive a prize ranging 
from $500 to $1,500. 

Most recently Jenna 
Gopman was awarded 
the Jade Riedel Schol-
arship. The Naples 
Art Association first 
initiated a scholarship 
program in 1971 with 
hopes to help encour-
age young artists in 
Naples to pursue their 
dreams of becoming 
professional artists. 
Approximately six 
college bound juniors 
or seniors are chosen 
to receive this schol-
arship. Jade Riedel 
was an artist herself 
and an active mem-
ber of the Naples Art 
Association. Riedel 
was the chief fund-
raiser for the NAA 
and when she passed 
away in 1977, the 
remaining members 
of the NAA renamed 
the art scholarship in 
her honor. All Collier 
County juniors and 
seniors are eligible to 
apply for the scholar-
ship; however, each 
applicant may only 
enter one original 2D 
or 3D work of art that 
has not been shown in 
a prior NAA exhibi-
tion. The school year 
before Gopman was 
awarded the scholar-
ship, her peer Allison 
Smith was awarded 
the Jade Riedel 
Scholarship. Smith 
went on to study art 
at the University of 

Milwaukee in the fall 
of 2017. 

As a senior year art 
student, Gopman is 
in her second year of 
AP Art. This school 
year she is taking AP 
Studio Art: Drawing 
Portfolio. In her ju-
nior year, Jenna took 
AP Studio Art: 2D 
Design.  

“AP Art is definitely 
a lot of work but as 
long as you have the 
proper time manage-
ment, you can do it.” 
Gopman stated.   

Not only is she look-
ing to major in the 
fine arts, but Jenna is 
looking to major in bi-
ology as well. Despite 
being certain of her 
double major and fu-
ture career, Gopman 
does not have a spe-
cific school in mind 
that she is looking to 
attend. Nevertheless, 
everyone here at Gulf 
Coast knows she will 
excel wherever she 
goes.
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Mrs. Chabot has made a 
splash within both the community 
and Gulf Coast’s student body with 
her exceptional teaching methods 
which, as said by the district, holds 
students to a high yet attainable 
standard. This is why she has been 
nominated as teacher of the year by 
the Collier County School District 
after only two and a half years of 
teaching Marine Biology and Bi-
ology at Gulf Coast High School. 
However, her accreditations for 
these classes go far beyond just her 
two short years spent at Gulf Coast.  

At the age of 7, Mrs. Chabot was 
given the opportunity to visit the 
New England Aquarium with her 
parents. There, she saw a show 
that changed her life forever. She 
watched dolphins jump to and fro 
through the air as instructed by their 
trainer from the sidelines. From that 
day forward, it was her aspiration to 
become a dolphin trainer, and that 
she did. However, she completed 
a few less appealing jobs prior to 
reaching her goal.

She worked at the Education De-

partment at SeaWorld as a precursor 
to her future job as a teacher. After 
one year of working at SeaWorld, 
she served as a dolphin trainer for 
3 years at Dolphin Research Center 
in the Florida Grassy Key. Through-
out the rest of her previous career, 
she served in various positions from 
a trauma actress to an assistant 
teacher at the University of Mas-
sachusetts Medical College, Tufts 
Medical College, Boston Univer-
sity Medical College, and Harvard 
Medical. Her work is still far from 
over has she has to record a video 
of her teaching, submit written les-
son plans, and bride two 250 word 
essays to the school board. Overall, 
Mrs. Chabot has served as a teacher 
in over 27 different capacities. Un-
arguably she deserves all of the 
praise she receives by not only the 
Collier County School Board, but 
her colleagues as well. 

Mrs. Thornton, a noteworthy col-
league who has been nominated for 
the Golden Apple Award for her 
many years of successfully teaching 
Biology in various capacities, has 
nothing but pleasant things to say 

about her classroom neighbor and 
co-biologist, Mrs. Chabot. She has 
known Mrs. Chabot for a total of 
three years, as Mrs. Chabot taught 
her son in middle school. From 
teaching in the room beside her 
and taking inspiration from a few 
of Mrs. Chabot’s materials, Mrs. 
Thornton has seen Mrs. Chabot’s 
dedication to both her students and 
her subject. Mrs. Thornton said that 
“Mrs. Chabot cares about students 
so much that she will do anything to 
cater to their individual needs”. 

Mrs. Chabot’s greatest attribute, 
according to many students, is her 
genuine desire to ensure their suc-
cess in her class. Despite her many 
accomplishments, when questioned 
about her feelings on receiving this 
honor, it made her feel genuinely 
yet pleasantly surprised, unlike Mrs. 
Thornton when questioned about 
her co-biology teacher’s recent ac-
complishment.  According to all of 
her students, it is clear to see that 
her main desire is to share her love 
of science with them, and to inspire 
them to take up the same love for 
her subjects.

As the school year inches toward De-
cember, the band department begins to pre-
pare for their annual tradition: The Prism 
Concert. When it is Prism season, hundreds 
of Gulf Coast High School students show up 
to the auditorium to support their friends, 
family, and peers. The preparation for Prism 
is not as easy as it may seem; it involves 
hours of hard work, after school practice, and 
100% participation from everyone to pull off 
this magnificent work of art. 

Prism has been an annual tradition of Gulf 
Coast High School. The show includes var-
ious wind ensemble performances, dances, 
flag routines, drumline performances, jazz 
band performances, and many other sur-
prises. Prism is an excellent time for band 

members to show off other skills that they 
may possess, other than their specified in-
struments, flag, or dance skills. Students 
may be selected for solos, ensembles, small 
groups, duets, or even surprise pieces. Along 
with the performances on the stage, the band 
department does an excellent job of making 
the show interactive as well. During quite 
a few of the numbers, one may see select 
members of the band come off of the stage 
and into the crowd during the music perfor-
mance. For flag and dance line routines, the 
performers may execute their routines on the 
floor in front of the audience or on the stage 
above them.  

 “For the week of prism, we have practices 
from 2:30 to 6:00 every night after school,” 
Flag line member Rachel Eisenberg stated. 

“It takes a lot of commitment and hard work 
to get the show to its highest possible qual-
ity.”  

 The past Prism flag routines have had 
various themes; they’ve ranged from Annie 
all the way to the circus. This year is no ex-
ception. Flag line is preparing for this year’s 
theme: road trip. This season’s production 
will include flag routines with backgrounds 
ranging from Chicago, to California, and 
back to Alabama.  In this showcase they will 
be performing routines to some infamous 
songs such as “Sweet Home Alabama” and 
“California Girls.”  

What viewers may not know is just how 
much time and effort are put into The Prism 
Concert. The band department as a whole, in-
cluding the marching band members, drum-

line, and dance line, spends weeks working 
on the pieces they are going to perform.  

“It definitely takes a lot of time, but in the 
end, it’s all worth it,” Eisenberg stated. “All 
of the hard work, time, and effort pays off in 
the end, especially when we get to perform a 
condensed version for the middle schoolers. 
I think Prism shows them that there’s more to 
band and it helps grow an interest.”  

Although it takes a lot of work, the final 
production is worth it in the end. The Prism 
concert goes on for three consecutive days. 
The band performs a snippet of their grand 
production for the middle school children 
during their school days on Thursday and 
Friday, as well as the full show for families 
on select nights. You will not want to miss 
this concert!
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Sports
The 2017 World Series, the 
moment that all baseball fans 
have been waiting for, was finally
in session! For the past 113 years 
Major League Baseball has host-
ed the largest game of every
single season. This year, two very 
good teams were competing for 
the win in the best of seven
playoff. Champions of the Na-
tional League, the LA Dodgers 
and the champions of the Amer-
ican
League, the Houston Astros were 
the two fateful competitors. With 
games almost every night
starting on October 24th to the 1 
st of November, fans and athletes 
anxiously watched the games
unfold. 
      The last year the two teams 
faced each other in the post sea-
son was 1981 in the National
League Division Series in five 
games. This series determined 
which of them would go to the
World Series that year. Because 
the Dodgers won, it meant that 
this year, the Astros had to work
even harder in order to win their 
first World Series.
      The first game was very hot 
at 103 degrees which is a record 
for the hottest World Series
game ever. This heat could have 
been a major setback for some of 
the players. Many people
could not believe that Chris 
Taylor hit a home run in the first 
pitch for the Dodgers, but he did!
He was only the third person to 
ever do this in Dodgers postsea-
son history. Alex Bergman then
scored a solo that tied the game 
for the Astros in the fourth inning 
and shortly after in the sixth
inning Josh Turner hit a go-ahead 
two-run home run for the Dodg-
ers. Unlike the first game the
Astros scored first in the second 
game. Joc Pederson tied up the 
game in the bottom of the fifth 
inning with a solo home run. 
Houston ended up winning this 
game with a score of 7-6, so it 
was
definitely a close one.
     Houston also picked up anoth-
er win in the third game with a 
score of 5-3. Many fans were

getting excited as the games 
continued. The fourth game was 
much different than the second 
and
third ones though. The Astros 
won 6-2 making LA fans anxious 
and excited. The next few games
could have very well been some 
of the most important games of 
any of these baseball players
careers. 
      Game five started off slowly 
for the Dodgers, but not for the 
Astros. They scored three points
just in the first inning, while it 
took the Dodgers four innings to 
score any. And even though it
took them a while to pick it up, 
they still pulled through and won 
another game with the score
ending up being 12-13. 
     The next game, game six end-
ed up with a score of 3-1 and the 
Astros took this one. This
inning started off slow for both 
teams and neither of them scored 
until the third where George
Springer scored a solo home 
run for the Dodgers. This point 
though was the only one that the
Dodgers were able to score and 
the Astros took the game.
      And finally, the game that 
fans have been waiting the whole 
entire season to see. Game 7: the
final game of the 2017 MLB 
World Series. The game was 
played at the Dodger Stadium 
which
had been an advantage for Hous-
ton. The Dodgers started off the 
game quick by score two pints
in the first inning and three in the 
second. They didn’t score any 
more for the rest of the game,
but luckily the five that they 
scored were enough for them to 
win the game because the Astros
were only able to get one in the 
sixth inning. The crowd was roar-
ing with cheer because it was
the first time the Dodgers were 
ever the winners of the World Se-
ries. Now that this season is over, 
Major League Baseball fans are 
already anticipating the 2018
season. So now, we will just have 
to wait and see who it’s going to 
be next year!

Boys Golf Team Grips It and Rips 
It at State Championship!

Batter, Batter, Swing!

For the first time ever, the Gulf 
Coast Sharks boy’s golf team brought 
home the state
championship trophy. The tour-
nament the boys played at was an 
important one and they all did
great. On Monday, October 17, 2017, 
the boys, along with the girls, trav-
eled to Kingsway
Country Club to play in the largest 
tournament of the season. With the 
whole team shooting a
305 in total, which is a combination 
of their individual strokes for all 18 
holes on the course for
the whole day, the boys were able 
to make all the sharks at Gulf Coast 
proud. “We’re absolutely
thrilled to be state champs,” said a 
jubilant coach Kimberly Benedict. 
“It’s absolutely surreal.
We have five guys who can shoot par 
on any given day.”

Remi Chartier and Matt Ariza, two 
members of the team, definitely 
showed up to and
brought everything that they had to 
the tournament on the big day. Not 
only did those two bring
it, but the whole team played very 
hard contributing to the Shark’s great 
win. Everyone on the
team put in all of the effort that they 
possibly could have. The team was 
locked in a tie for fourth
after the first round of the tournament 
and as soon as they knew that they 
were set, they knew
they were going to have to step up 
their game. This truth resulted in 
them winning the game and
could have been the turning point of 
the event. They did exactly that and 

went out and won the
match. They disproved all doubt that 
they were capable of winning this 
title for themselves and
their school.
Matt Ariza, a Lamar commit, helped 
the team immensely to pull through 
and win. Ariza
played at two of the same state tour-
naments before, but was never able 
to win the whole thing, but he was 
hoping that this year was going to be 
different. Prepared, he was ready to 
enter the
course and play the game with his all 
no matter who his competition was. 
He was entering the
competition looking to walk out and 
come back to Naples with a trophy. 
And he did just that. All
five of the teammates finished in 
the top nine individually, which is 
amazing.
The girls team was also taking part in 

the tournament and were also trying 
to hopefully
bring home a title, but unfortunately, 
even though they all played as hard 
as they could, they
didn’t bring home the trophy. But, 
they made it all the way to states 
which is still something to
be thrilled about. Now that the sea-
son and tournament is over, players 
from both the girls and
boys teams are already looking 
forward to see what next season will 
bring! The teams also look
at how it will compare to both of the 
great teams of this year and competi-
tions of this great
season. Great job to both Shark golf 
teams! Go Sharks!

By: Kara Buckner

By: Kara Buckner
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Sharks Swim into New Waters
By: Alejandra Sanchez 

Gulf Coast Sharks Swim To States 
By: Shelby Buckner

On November 13th, six of our most 
superior student athletes committed to 
Division 1 schools to continue their 
studies, as well as their athletics. These 
students were Gabby Curran, Jordan 
Cloutier, Drake Dobyanski, Emily 
Damon, Shane Marshall, and Viva 
Laas. These amazing students will be 
attending schools ranging from here in 
Florida all the way to Delaware.
Gabby Curran is one of Gulf Coast 
High School’s most superb outside hit-
ter volleyball players that has constant-
ly helped the team succeed in many 
ways. She proudly committed to the 
University of Maryland in Baltimore 
County to continue her academics as 
well as volleyball. Gabby Curran led 
our Sharks for the past two years with 
248 kills as a junior and 276 kills this 
year as a senior, leading our girls shark 
volleyball team to win their fourth 
district title in a row alongside Emily 
Damon. Gabby Curran was also named 
the Naples Daily News Volleyball Play-
er in 2016.
Emily Damon is another one of our 
volleyball players who also holds the 
position of an outside hitter. She was 
thrilled to be able to sign to the Univer-
sity of Miami, home of the Hurricanes. 
Damon played for the volleyball team 
all four years of her high school career 
and led us to win four straight district 
titles along with Gabby Curran, who 
was by her side for two of the four 
years. Emily Damon finished her senior 
year strong with 923 kills and 1,040 
digs. Although
she physically signed to the University 
of Miami this past Monday she had 
already verbally committed during her 
sophomore year.
Jordan Cloutier is our varsity girls bas-
ketball team’s guard and was overjoyed 
to sign to Stetson University in Cen-
tral Florida. Cloutier helped our girls 
basketball team with 47 three pointers, 
which comes to about 141 points as a 
Junior. Today she averages about 18 

points and about 3 rebounds per game. 
She is also a part of the Atlantic SUN 
which is a college athletic conference 
that gives her access to the Nation-
al Collegiate Athletic Association 
(NCAA).
Drake Dobyanski holds the position of 
outfielder on the boy’s baseball team, 
and he signed with one of our local 
schools, Florida Gulf Coast University. 
Dobyanski helped our boys win their 
first regional title ever. He also won 
the Atlantic SUN conference which 

gave him passage to NCAA. We are 
grateful to be able to closely watch him 
advance in his future career choice and 
in baseball.
Shane Marshall is our boy’s baseball 
catcher, and he was psyched to be able 
to sign to the University of Georgia. 
Marshall helped our boy’s baseball 
team win the first regional title during 
his junior year with 18 home runs. He 
will also be entering the Atlantic Coast 
Conference (ACC) for his achieve-
ments.
On November 13th, six of our most 
superior student athletes committed to 
Division 1 schools to continue their 
studies, as well as their athletics. These 
students were Gabby Curran, Jordan 

Cloutier, Drake Dobyanski, Emily 
Damon, Shane Marshall, and Viva 
Laas. These amazing students will be 
attending schools ranging from here in 
Florida all the way to Delaware.
Gabby Curran is one of Gulf Coast 
High School’s most superb outside hit-
ter volleyball players that has constant-
ly helped the team succeed in many 
ways. She proudly committed to the 
University of Maryland in Baltimore 
County to continue her academics as 
well as volleyball. Gabby Curran led 

our Sharks for the past two years with 
248 kills as a junior and 276 kills this 
year as a senior, leading our girls shark 
volleyball team to win their fourth 
district title in a row alongside Emily 
Damon. Gabby Curran was also named 
the Naples Daily News Volleyball Play-
er in 2016.
Emily Damon is another one of our 
volleyball players who also holds the 
position of an outside hitter. She was 
thrilled to be able to sign to the Univer-
sity of Miami, home of the Hurricanes. 
Damon played for the volleyball team 
all four years of her high school career 
and led us to win four straight district 
titles along with Gabby Curran, who 
was by her side for two of the four 

years. Emily Damon finished her senior 
year strong with 923 kills and 1,040 
digs. Although
she physically signed to the University 
of Miami this past Monday she had 
already verbally committed during her 
sophomore year.
Jordan Cloutier is our varsity girls bas-
ketball team’s guard and was overjoyed 
to sign to Stetson University in Cen-
tral Florida. Cloutier helped our girls 
basketball team with 47 three pointers, 
which comes to about 141 points as a 
Junior. Today she averages about 18 
points and about 3 rebounds per game. 
She is also a part of the Atlantic SUN 
which is a college athletic conference 
that gives her access to the Nation-
al Collegiate Athletic Association 
(NCAA).
Drake Dobyanski holds the position of 
outfielder on the boy’s baseball team, 
and he signed with one of our local 
schools, Florida Gulf Coast University. 
Dobyanski helped our boys win their 
first regional title ever. He also won the 
Atlantic SUN conference which gave 
him passage to NCAA. We are grateful 
to be able to closely watch him ad-
vance in his future career choice and in 
baseball.
Shane Marshall is our boy’s baseball 
catcher, and he was psyched to be able 
to sign to the University of Georgia. 
Marshall helped our boy’s baseball 
team win the first regional title during 
his junior year with 18 home runs. He 
will also be entering the Atlantic Coast 
Conference (ACC) for his achieve-
ments. Last but certainly not least, we 
have Viva Laas. Viva Laas is one of our 
most remarkable tennis players, and 
signed to the University of Delaware. 
Laas helped the tennis team win their 
first state championship but also kept 
herself at the top as well. She went 
undefeated at Number 1 Singles and 
Doubles last year as a junior and will 
hopefully leave the team on a positive 
note, winning another state champion-
ship.  

After believing that the Cougars 
dethroned them, the Gulf Coast 
High School Sharks swimming
and diving team claimed their eighth 
overall Collier County Athletic Con-
ference Title. After
being tremendously stressed and 
nervous for results, Barron Collier 
was announced as winning
the CCAC overall title after years of 
being the runner-up. Gulf Coast has 
previously won many
CCAS titles. The girls started the 
winning streak. They have been 
consecutive winners since
2010, continuing to succeed, and 
the boys in 2012 and unfortunately 
losing the title this year.
However, the team discovered that 
the scores had been miscalculated. 
The score was then re-
calculated after already awarding 
points to the top 16 teams, the error 
only being in the top 5, the

Sharks were announced as the ac-
tual champions! Many points were 
missed, and the score of 140,
which is like a dual meet score, was 
extremely low for the team by the 
end of the meet. Coach
Hunter and team members noticed 

this because they had been keeping 
up with the score
throughout the meet. Coach Hunt-
er also stated that overall the girls 
should have come in first and
boys in second. Some of the re-
sults of the meet included Kyleigh 

Harms, Jessie Walsh and
Maggi Burnett on the Wildcats team 
completed the 200 medley relay in 
1:55.80. This put their
score at 376. Gulf Coast’s Cole 
Gutknecht with two wins in the 
100-meter butterfly in 52.67

seconds and the 100-meter back-
stroke in 56.98 seconds planned to 
return to the state match. He
had finished in eighth place his 
junior year for the butterfly. Barron 
Collier ended up in third
place with a total of 315.50 points, 

behind Gulf Coast with 433.50 
points. The District meet was
also very tense and crowded for our 
Gulf Coast lady sharks. The girls 
placed over Estero for two
years in a row. The Sharks may have 
only won two event victories, but 
they had top-five finishes
in eight out of eleven events total. 
Brooke Boling was a winner in 
the 50-meter freestyle with time of 
25.31 seconds. She also assisted in 
the victory of the 200-meter free-
style relay as the
Sharks put up a time of 1:44:37. 
Overall, the Gulf Coast Community 
is incredibly proud of the
boys, girls swimming, and diving 
teams, and we wish them good luck 
on upcoming seasons
ahead! Great job Sharks, keep up 
the great work!

“Overall the girls 
should’ve came in first 
and the boys in second”
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   Imagine feeling the mangy, grimy fur of a 
rodent as it scuffles past your feet. Many peo-
ple in the United States would only complain 
about the lack of sanitation, kick it away, and 
move on with their lives. However, this is not 
the case for the people of Madagascar. Rats, 
along with fleas and other insects and rodents, 
are the cause of yearly outbreaks of the plague 
in Madagascar. It is not the state of cleanliness 
of the creatures that is the problem; the culprit 
is actually a bacterium called Y. pestis. Mad-
agascar has a plague season every year from 
September to April, but this year’s outbreak 
has spread far quicker than normal. Since the 
beginning of August, there have been 1,947 
reported cases, 143 of which resulted in death.
   As with any outbreak of disease, the most 
important part of treatment was to figure out 
where the first case of the plague occurred. 
According to Dr. Tim Jagatic of Doctors With-
out Borders, the average number of cases per 
year is only around 400 cases of the bubonic 
plague, and these are normally reported within 
the window of plague season. This year has 
been drastically different. In early August, 
‘patient zero’ fell ill on a bus traveling into 
Antananarivo, Madagascar’s capital, and 
a medical student attempted to help him. 
Unfortunately, ‘patient zero’s’ case had gone 
undiagnosed for some period of time and 
therefore transformed into pneumonic plague, 
and the medical student caught the disease in 
its pneumonic form. From that point on, the 
disease spread like wildfire.
   “A very important part of epidemiology is 
trying to find out who or what was ‘patient 
zero’, so that we’ll be able to track exactly 
how it spread, what dangers it poses, and who 
was in contact with that person,” Dr. Jagatic 
stated. “Once we find that out, it really helps 
us to cut the chain of transmission and find out 
what areas of a country we have to focus our 
resources on.”
   Of the 1,947 reported cases, 1,437 were 
classified as pneumonic plague, 295 as bu-
bonic plague, one as septicemic plague, and 
211 as yet to be classified. Bubonic plague is 
the most common form of the disease, and it 
is usually obtained through the infectious bite 
of a flea or rodent. With this being said, it can 
also be caught through the transference of Y. 
pestis through open skin. This form affects the 
lymph nodes and allows for the development 
of flu-like symptoms as well as swollen lymph 
glands called buboes. Bubonic plague is rarely 
spread from person to person. Septicemic 
plague occurs when plague bacteria multiply 
in the blood, and it is obtained the same way 
as bubonic; it can also develop from untreated 

bubonic or pneumonic plague. The symptoms 
of this form include fever, chills, weakness, 
abdominal pain, shock, and bleeding under-
neath the skin and other organs. Similar to 
bubonic plague, septicemic plague is rarely 
spread from person to person. Finally, the 
most serious form of the plague is pneumonic. 
Primary pneumonic is caught when a person 
inhales Y. pestis from an infected person or 
animal. Secondary pneumonic develops from 
untreated bubonic or septicemic plague. In 
this form, bacteria infect the lungs and induce 
pneumonia; symptoms include shortness of 
breath, chest pain, cough, fever, headache, 
weakness, and bloody or watery sputum (sa-
liva or mucus). Unlike the other forms, pneu-
monic plague is highly contagious. However, 
all forms can be treated with antibiotics.
   People have compared this year’s outbreak 
in Madagascar to the fourteenth century Black 
Death, one of the worst plague outbreaks in 
human history. The epidemic was widely 
believed to have shrunk the population from 
450 million to 350-375 million people. It was 
known as the Black Death because during that 
time, people did not have the necessary med-
ication to treat the disease. When the plague 
reached the septic phase, circulation was cut 
off in the fingertips. When a person’s fingers 
turned black, he or she was expected to die 
within the following day. 
   According to the World Health Organization 
(WHO), the number of reported cases of pneu-
monic plague began to decline in November. 
   “As of November 6th, there were only twen-
ty-seven people hospitalized with plague com-
pared with 106 on October 29th,” stated WHO 
spokeswoman Fadela Chaib. “This decline in 
new cases is encouraging and shows that the 
quick steps taken to support the government 
of Madagascar to contain the outbreak have 
been effective.”
   The World Health Organization requires 
four million dollars to sustain its effort in 
Madagascar until the end of plague season in 
April. The operation is so extensive because 
every ill person, along with every person they 
have been in contact with, must be tested in 
a laboratory. Fortunately, there have been 
no reported cases of the plague outside of 
Madagascar. Although citizens of the country 
live through this season every year, they are 
especially reminded this year of the impor-
tance of being proactive rather than reactive. 
The decline in reported cases this month is a 
reassuring sign that the end of the frenzy is 
near. Hopefully, in the near future, we will be 
able to halt the plague before it even begins.

Black Friday is known all over the 
United States as the one day where you can 
get deals on almost everything and anything 
you want. This year’s Black Friday will be 
on November 24th, and deals are coming out 
from everywhere.

Best Buy is one of the most known compa-
nies for Black Friday deals on almost every-
thing in their stores. Some of the deals already 
told on the Best Buy websites, ads, and com-
mercials are their huge deals on appliances. 
This year, you can save almost 40% on all 
appliances and there are also tons of deals on 
laptops and televisions.

Target is a supermarket known for its qual-
ity brands and affordable prices. This year for 
Black Friday they released the deals that they 
will be having extra early to get buyers inter-
ested. Most of their deals are in their electron-
ics section. They are having sales on different 
sized televisions ranging from ninety dollars 
to six hundred dollars. They are also having 
sales on many different speakers that range 
from large sizes to hand held speakers. As 
well as their TVs and speaker’s cameras will 
also be on sale; whether you want a polaroid 
camera or a professional camera, it’s at Target 
and it’s going to be for a great price. Ulta is 
one of the biggest makeup companies in the 
United States and although they are always 
having sales, nothing compares to the deals 
they have on Black Friday. One of the deals 
that has already been released is their deal on 
NYX makeup, a company that makes about 
93 million dollars annually. They will also 
have discounts on different hair dryer and hair 

straightener brands. There are also many boxes 
of makeup that Ulta usually sells that are on 
sale. They include items such as eyeshadow, 
eyebrow fillers, highlighters, eyeliners, lip-
sticks, and contour.

Samsung is also giving out great deals with 
more than just their phones. They are giving 
up to 40% off on their televisions, more spe-
cifically their QLED television that consists of 
Ultra HD and it also uses ‘invisible connec-
tion’ so there is no hassle with hiding those 
annoying cables. There are also deals like 20% 
off on premium sound bars. They are also giv-
ing different sales on Samsung appliances, 
which is rare to find.

Walmart is also known to give vast sales on 
their products. Some of the items previewed 
on their website for Black Friday are a lot 
of their kitchen appliances such as different 
brand coffee machines, microwaves, and dif-
ferent sets of pots and pans as well as sets for 
plates and cups. Walmart is also known for 
its electronics deals. This year they are giv-
ing sales on the XBOX One, plenty of tablets 
from Apple to Samsung, phones, and cellular 
service plans as well. Overall Black Friday is 
something that people look forward to and is 
something that more than half of Americans 
participate in. There are deals from multiple 
stores, as well as many online websites like 
Amazon and eBay, and in-store deals from 
stores like Best Buy, Ulta, Samsung, Walmart, 
and Target. There are amazing deals at these 
stores that you won’t be able to find anywhere 
else so grab your purses or wallets and get out 
and go shop, after all this is one of the biggest 
holy grail sales.

Holy Grail Sale: Black Friday

World News 
By: Alejandra Sanchez

Seven years ago, on January 12th, 2010, 
a magnitude seven earthquake and conjoined 
tsunami struck Haiti. Less than 24 hours later, 
Naples-based nonprofit organization Hope 
for Haiti responded to the tragedy. Almost 
directly after the event, the organization pro-
vided emergency relief buckets stocked with 
cleaning supplies and distributed medical sup-
plies. From there, Hope for Haiti volunteers 
delivered thousands of pounds of basic sup-
plies, food and water, construction materials, 
and medical resources that were desperately 
needed. 

 The Southwest Florida community took 
people in this time of need into their hearts. 
They provided aid via monetary contributions 
exceeding 20 million dollars with the same 
giving attitude seen formerly in founder Jo-
Anne Kuehner in 1990. Kuehner’s mission 
upon starting the organization was to improve 
the quality of life for the Haitian people, most 
importantly the children through education, 
nutrition, and healthcare. 

 When the 1990 United Nations confer-
ence focused on education, Hope for Haiti 
took notes. Kuehner and many members of 
the organization believe that education is the 
keystone to a satisfactory development. Hope 
for Haiti proudly gives out tools that children 
will need for their educational future, and the 
organization strives to strengthen and expand 
their resources. 

 Of course, no future is secure without 
proper access to healthcare and good nutri-
tion for both children and their parents. Hope 
for Haiti provides medical supplies regularly 
to the country and encourages safe and af-
fordable primary care for dental, surgical, 
and laboratory testing. Going hand-in-hand 
with healthcare is clean water in Haiti. Hai-
ti’s Clean Water Program installs and main-
tains solar-powered U.V. (Ultraviolet) water 
purification systems and wells in communi-
ty-accessible areas. Hope for Haiti’s Public 
Health Program educates over 2,400 students 
and their families on the importance of clean 
water, sanitation, and hygiene. This program is 
taught by trained Community Health Workers 
(CHWs) who are also in line with the organi-
zation. This approach ensures the development 

of healthy habits at a young age.
   Hope for Haiti is also very focused on the 

quality of many buildings in Haitian commu-
nities and has helped raise awareness of their 
struggle over the last five years. The organiza-
tion plans to provide children and their fami-
lies with efficient, safe, and beautiful spaces to 
live, learn, work, and play. 

  For the seventh time in Gulf Coast High 
School history, the French Honor Society has 
taken huge strides to help Haiti. More than 
18,000 dollars have been raised with this con-
gregation of students and helpers. The French 
Honor Society has established that they are 
dedicated to Hope for Haiti and their mission 
through fundraisers and raising awareness. A 
particular event of packing sandwiches and 
meals for Haiti is just one example of how 
G.C. helps. This year’s event takes place at 
North Naples Middle School from 8:45 to 
11:00 am on December 2nd. This event is 
open to all students, and volunteer hours will 
be given accordingly. The goal for this year 
is to package 75,000 meals to use for emer-
gency buckets and 15,000 additional ones for 
Naples. 200 volunteers are needed this year for 
the goal of raising $200,000. The cost of each 
meal is $20. This meal packing has been done 
following Hurricane Matthew and other disas-
ters that damaged Naples. 

 For more information on this topic, Chief 
of Donor Experience Stephanie Jespen en-
courages possible volunteers or enthusiasts to 
contact stephanie@hopeforhaiti.com or call 
(239) 434-7183. There is still hope for Haiti, 
and much of the people’s  futures are partially 
in our hands.

Hoping for a Better Future
By: Brenna Schupp Photo Courtesiy of Google Images

Menacing Plague 
Outbreak in Madagascar

By: Isabella Napoles
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